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Abstract

A Review on Feasibility of Jajang’s Establishment of
Shilla Odaesan: Based on Minji’s “Jeil Josa Jeongi” (I)

Youm, Jung-Seop*

This paper is to review the feasibility of Jajang’s journey to Myeongju
(M) in relation with his establishment of Odaesan on the basis of Minji
(FdiE)’s “Jeil Josa Jeongi” in Odaesan Sajeoggi. Jajang went to Myeongju
to open the Shilla Odaesan by the order of Maifijusri Bodhisattva whom he
personally met in Chinese Odaesan. The date was generally believed to be
AD 643 under the reign of Queen Seondeog when Jajang came back to his
home country from Tang(/#). But, based on the close study about Jajang’s
activities during Seondeog’s age and the research on Minji’s “Jeil Josa
Jeongi”, this paper newly showed that the time belonged to the age of
Queen Jindeog(/Ef#) rather than that of Seondeog. In addition, this paper
rebutted the criticism of many scholars who have questioned about ‘Did
Jajang really go to Myeongju?’, reviewing its feasibility. By reassigning the
date of Jajang’s journey to Myeongju, this paper presented a solution that it
was Jajang’s movement for restoration through Maijusri faith after his
downfall during Jindeog’s reign. Furthermore, it also shows the fact that
Shilla Odaesan faith keeps some peculiar characters different from the faith
structure of Chinese Odaesan. In these respects, it seems better to think that

Jajang’s journey to Myeongju and his establishment of Odaesan were true.

Key words: Odaesan, Myeongju, Queen Seondeog, Queen Jindeog, “Jeil

Josa Jeongi”, Manjusri faith

" Assistant Professor, Jung-Ang Sangha University
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