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ABSTRACT

Buddhist temples and local society in King
Gyeongdeok’s reign in Silla

Bae, Sang-Hyun

This thesis aims to give a general view of the Buddhist temples and local
society in the days of King Gyeongdeok's reign in Silla. First it divides the
king's era into our periods and examines their respective tendencies.

Voluntary Buddhist campaigns were encouraged in earnest in the local
communities after 7 years' of the king's enthronement, reaching the peak in
3 years when Bulguk Temple was founded. The king also made financial, if
partial, contributions to building temples, which suggests the complementary
relationship between central and local temples.

Local temples embracing aboriginal religions were spread all over the
country, some of which excelled Eusang's Hwaeom sect in scale. In these days
Geumsan Temple, Hwaecum Temple, Backwolsannam Temple, Borim Temple,
and Dangok Temple attracted public attention. In religious aspects, Amitabha

- Maitreya faith embracing Gwaneum ideas was the central trend which met
the demand of both its monks and local residents. It is assumed that this
tendency had to do with the activities of Hyangdo, a voluntary religious

organization.

ASESAAZSHE | IP:183.106.106.#+* | Accessed 2021/10/15 13:34(KST)



A A g B Alah WA 115

Buddhist temples during this era became very prosperous, with the subjects
of temple management and Hyangdo organically connected. In economic
sense, the existence of farmlands (jeonmin, jeonjang, and jangsaengpyo) is the
evidence that temples had been growing as a main body of economy which
managed massive lands. It also implies that temples and local residents'
economic activities in those days were closely interrelated. In some cases, the
presence of villages combined with temples is a sure reflection of the

tendency.

‘ Key words : King Gyeongdeok, Buddhist temples, local society, Hyangdo, jeonjang ‘
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