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Magical Chants and Animal Spirits

Kyong-Hee Chung
(The Hankook Ilbo, Former editional writer)

In the Chapter named Karak-kuki of the historical record Samkuk-yu-sa,
a song tells a story of divine visitation in this fashion : a crowd of roughly
200-300 gathered before a turtle to sing that they would burn it and eat it unless
it brought their founder to them. Due to the people’s singing, their legendary
founder, King Suro, was said to have come down from the sky.

The song they sang is called Kuziga, in which a turtle is rhythmically
threatened and given an ultimatum. In the Samkuk-yu-sa Record, it is written
that a Kkidnapped wife of King Suro was rescued from a dragon by way of
threatening a turtle.

A scholar named Lee Kyubo of the Koryo Kingdom quoted from "the
History of the Old Three Kingdoms” the lines which state that King Joo-mong,
the founder of the Kokuryo Kingdom, condemned and threatened a role deer in
the process of subjugating the Piryu Kingdom of King Song-yang. In ancient
Korea, people believed that they could realize their wishes by making deals with
animals, which were considered to have spiritual powers.

The Kuiziga song can be thought of as the most archaic of magic songs,
or as their archetype. The culture that produced these songs is the most archaic

of the Three Kingdoms Period, of which features were immoral.
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