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ABSTRACT

Rite to Fight Infectious Diseases during the Reign
of King Seongdeok of Silla and Lady Su—ro

Lee, Jang-woong

In this article, we wanted to examine the reality of disasters, including
infectious diseases during the reign of King Seongdeok of Silla, and also the
ritual of eradicating them. To this end, A Historical Diary of Japan Zoku Nihon
ki, a historical book of Japan during the reign of King Seongdeok, were also
actively referenced and inferred even the facts that were not recorded in the
Samguk sagi. It was also intended to connect Suro lady's tales, recorded in the
Samguk-Yusa, set during the reign of King Seongdeok, with the ritual of
eradicating infectious diseases.

In the Suro lady's tales, Sunjeonggong, a high-ranking aristocrat during the
reign of King Seongdeok, went to the provinces to stabilize the people, and in
the process, the dragon that captured Suro lady was eradicated with the local
residents. It is understood that this Suro lady's tales contains a ritual for
eradicating infectious diseases that would have been caused by abnormal
weather conditions such as drought at the time.

In addition, we also looked at the place, timing, and contents of the ritual

of eradicating infectious diseases.

Key Words : Silla@##), King Seongdeok(EefE=), A Historical Diary of Japan Zoku
Nihon Ki({EHBA4D), Suro lady(’ki&kA), the ritual of eradicating
infectious diseases
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