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ABSTRACT

The Studies on the Hallowed Bone(3#) of Silla :

Research Trends and Remaining Issues

Park, Soo-jin

The bone rank system was the status system used in Silla. On the basis of
the hereditary proximity, the people in Silla were classified in this status
system. Historical records demonstrate that the hollowed bone was the highest
rank. Along with the bone rank system, the hollowed bone has been studied in
detail ; but there have been no consensus on several issues of the hollowed
bone, such as the time of establishment, and its actual existence, scope, and
duration.

Such issues has been raised by the fact that it is not easy to divide clearly
between the hollowed bone and the true bone. If the hollowed bone was
actually existed, royal families were included in this rank. However, some
members of the royal family who were even the descendant of king were
referred to the true bone in historical sources. Therefore, some scholars argue
that the hollowed bone was the the honored title granted after his/her death
and suggest that both hollowed and true bones were the same status in
actuality. Even the scholars who advocate the existence of the hollowed bone
are divided into two groups. One group argues that this status was the social
custom, but the other group insists that it was the institutional status.

The time of establishment of this rank is also one of the debated issues.
Based on the phase of the official recognition of Buddhism, the strengthening
of the royal authority, and the organization of the government system, one
group indicates that this rank was established in the reign of King Bupheung
who conducted the promulgation of the raw system, the establishment of the
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official rank system, and the recognition of Buddhism. The other group
suggests that it was established in the reign of King Jinpyeong who attempted
to the ideological manipulation for the strengthening of royal authority by
identifying his family with the family of Buddha, and reformed the government
institution system.

Queen Jindeok was the last person who had the title of the hollowed bone,
but it is found in historical sources recorded in the Later Silla, such as the
Stele of Monk Nanghye. The inscription of this stele mentioned that ‘deuknan
(1546) is seongiwaljingolBEM(F)EH). According to the interpretation of this
sentence, scholars have suggested the different views about the hollowed bone
recognized in this period. It can be summarized into three views : 1) the
sacred true bone, 2) the division between the true and the hollowed bone, 3)
the reemergence of the hollowed bone.

It is not easy to make a consensus on the issue of the hollowed bone,
because of the scarcity of the historical records. Nevertheless, in order to shed
new light on the political history and the status system of Silla, it is necessary
to examine the historical sources recorded in Later Silla, because this status

was mentioned even in the Goryeo Period.

Key Words : hollowed bone, true bone, rank system, establishment, Stele of Monk
Nanghye, extinction
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