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{(Abstract)

An Understanding of the ‘Purify the Buddha-land
(##E1) of the Middle Silla Period and its
Significance

Park, Gwang—Yeon

This paper reviewed the middle Silla period monks’ understanding of ‘Purify
the Buddha-land (4##l24+-)’ based on Buddhist texts of the period and interpreted
its significance from the perspective of understanding Silla Pureland Buddhism.
The targets of the review are the commentaries of the Sukhavati-vytha (4=
%) written by Beobwi (47), Hyeon-il (¥%—). and Gyeongheung (f5t8#) who
emphasized the Pureland Buddhism based on Yogacara Buddhism.

Beobwi (47) insisted that the untainted seeds of the non-discriminating
wisdom and subsequently attained wisdom are the cause of pure-land to tathagata
(1), On the other hand, Bodhisattva can enter the pure-land after cultivating
the three kind of wisdom i.e. the wisdom gained by listening to expositions of the
Dharma ([#£%), the wisdom gained by contemplating the truth (J2£%). and the
wisdom gained by the cultivation of meditation ({6£%). Hyeon-il explained that, if
Dharméakara Bodhisattva arrives the first of the ten bodhisattva bhaimis (stage or
ground) after practicing meditation for five eons, the Buddha-land will become
automatically pure. This state of equal and pure mind points to the mind of
non-discrimination. Gyeongheung emphasized the meditative concentration (i#7E
dhyana) as fundamental basis that achieve the pure land and he defined the
contemplation of the mind which leads the meditative concentration is the karma
of pure-land. He explained that only though this practice, we can purify our land.

All three Silla monks, Beobwi, Hyeon-il. and Gyeongheung insist that purifying
the mind through practice is the only way to achieve Buddha-land when the new
society was being made after the unification of the Three Kingdoms. The Silla’s
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understanding of the Pure Buddha-land did not finished after the middle-ancient
period (F5 ) but continued, rather strengthened it depth after the unification of
the Three Kingdoms as the understanding of Buddhist studies progressed. To
Silla people, Buddha-land was not understood in terms of the past Buddha or the
causal relationship but Silla people dreamed the Buddha-land that is cleaned and
purified through practices. The idea and stories of presence of Amitibha Buddha
and many buddhas and bodhisattvas along with Mt. Nam—san being considered as
the realization of Buddha-land were deeply inspired by the teaching of many
scholar monks who emphasized ‘Purify the Buddha-land’ from around the later
7th century to the first 8th century in Silla land.

* Key Words
Purify the Buddha-land, Silla Buddhism, the Sukhavati-vytha, Pureland
Buddhism, Yogacara Buddhism, Beobwi (#£7), Hyeon-il (%), Gyeongheung
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