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King Seong of the Baekje Kingdom and Daetongsa Temple

Noh, Choong Kook
(Keimyung University)

Daetongsa temple was built in 527 by King Seong of the Baekje Kingdom. Some artifacts of
the Baekje Kingdom were unearthed by a recent excavation at the site of Daetongsa temple,
Banjuk-dong, Gongju-si, which turned out to be a place where Daetongsa temple was built,

King Seong built Daetongsa temple in order to inherit the will of King Muryeong, his father,
“to make the Baekje Kingdom a strong nation again,” and to carry out new politics based on
the example of Emperor Wu of the Liang dynasty who built Tongtai temple and conducted a
policy of governing the country using Buddhism,

Daetongsa temple is a key resource for understanding Korean ancient Buddhism history
because it is the newest temple among Korea's ancient temples whose founding subject,
timing, and purpose are known. Therefore, the Cultural Heritage Administration and Gongju-
si Municipality should conduct a systematic academic excavation to identify the whole aspect

of Daetongsa temple site.

Key words : Daetongsa temple, Tongtai temple, Emperor Wu of the Liang dynasty, a policy of governing the

country using Buddhism, new politics
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