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Abstract

A Study on the Platform Stone of Guardians
Temple Site of the Four Heavenly Kings

Chang, Choong-sik *

This paper is to study the platform stone of Guardians Temple of the Four Heavenly
Kings. The platform stones have a meaning that they become the precedent condition of
the zodiacal animals. The twelve foundation stones with hole placed symmetrically on the
mud platform are stationed at both sides of the rear side of the main hall. The reason why
these foundation stones are considered as the platform stone is the unique structure of the
foundation stone, the symmetrical art, and the symbolism and the transfiguration of the
zodiacal animals carved on the double stupas of Wonwonsa temple.

The foundation stones considered as the platform stones that have the special structure
are different from the those of stupa site and building site. Also the hole carved on the
foundation stone is to prove the hole of Munduru(Skt. Mudra) timber. In addition the
hypothesis submitted by Fujishima came to the vague view without basis. The elaborate
molding of the foundation stone is a unique remains that has a purpose to expose round
post plinth.

The concepts of Five Directions Gods and the community were developed as Eight
Congregated Devas and the zodiacal animals as the subordinate concepts on the basis of
Sakra-devanam indra and Four Guardians. In addition the famous twelve Yoga monks
records of Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms are the symbol of round timber Munduru.
As they are inserted in the hole, they began to be appeared as the origin of the zodiacal

animals in Silla Period.

* Professor. Dep. of Art History.
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