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Abstract

King Michu, the founder of the house of Kim of the Shilla dynasty
and the Milky Way

Chung, Yeon-Sik

It is no doubt that King Seonghan(}i % T-) represented in the epitaph of the Uni-
fied Shjlla period was the King Michu(%:#-), the founder of the house of Kim.

King Seonghan was represented as King Munmu( X +)'s ancestor 15 genera-
tions back and King Heungdeok(# 7 I-)'s ancestor 24 generations back in the epi-
taphs, because the generations of the royal house were counted by throne genearations
as well as lineage generations.

In the Unified Shilla period kings were considered to be born by the five Polestars
from the Milky Way. The Milky Way was an ideal founder of the royal house so King
Michu was called Seonghan which meant the Milky Way.

There was another reason that they called him Seonghan. 'Michu' was a phonetic
representation of [misV] and [misV] in ancient Korean might changed into [mirV]
which meant dragon in mediaeval Korean. The phonetic value [misV] could be
changed into [mirV] by rhotacism. Korean people regarded the Milky Way as a dragon
in the sky, so King Michu could be called Seonghan which meant the Milky way.

Key words : King Michu, Seonghan, generations, dragon, the Milky Way
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