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Abstract

Park, Gi-yong, 2008, A Comparative Study of the Founding
myths between Korea and China : Focusing on the Ancient
myth, URIMALGEUL: The Korean Language and Literature
43, pp.97~134. This study is to compare the founding myths
between Korea and China. Thirteen founding myths from two
countries were analyzed for this study. The feature of the founding
myths was examined and then common points and differences of
two countries’ founding myths were studied.

The result is as following. There are two common points between
Korea and China founding myths. First, it is diversity. The way the
characters appear and come into the world is various. Second, it is
a growth process. The way the characters grow up has the same
pattern. After the character in the myths is born in a marvelous
way, he is abandoned, protected by animals and then comes back to
become a great man and make a succeed through many struggles.

There are three different things in the myths. First, while the
characters in Korean myth usually come down from heaven, or
come up from earth, or they are recognized by sunlight, in Chinese
myths they appear by having holy relations with God symbolized
such as lightening, footprints, a dragon, rainbows. Second, in Korea
the motif of the myths consists of the god of heaven! and the
goddess of earth having a holy marriage, but in China there is an
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ordinary marriage motif. This means the maternal side had a
different statue in two countries. Third, while there are various
motives which are related to death because of the influence of
Confucianism, hermit worship, shamanism in Korea, Chinese myths
show more Confucian influence than Taoism. This is due to the
cultural and ideological difference between the two countries. Korean
founding myths include similar motives repeatedly, which means
that the myth transmitter wanted to retain its original form even in
its diversity. On the other hand, Chinese founding myths are various
but lack motives, since the myth transmitter sought to unify its
original form into Confucianism with diversity. (Chinju National
University of Education)

Keywords : Comparative Study, Chinese founding myths, character, Korean
founding myths, motif
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