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Study on novelistic modification of
Kimhyunganho tale
- with focus on Kim Dong-Ri's "Howonsagi"

Abstract Bang, Minhwa

'Kim Dong-Ri's historic novel; is rooted in 'Samguk Sagi(historical
records of the three nations); and TSzzmguf’f Yusa(memorabilia of three
nations)s. On the notion that very little study on his historic novel
was made and so, for conclusive clarification of Kim Dong-Ri's novel,
study on historic novel is need, this study began.

“Howonsagi” is a work having adopted tales and made them
fantastic, In this regard, I reviewed ‘Kimhyungamho” in 'Samguk
Yusay and inquired into the meaning provided by novelistic
modification of a tale. Though there is a common feature between
tale and novel that feminine character is made a scapegoat, type of
death appears differently.

In “Kimhyungamho, a virgin tiger sacrifices herself following God's
will to punish three tigers having done wicked acts on behalf of
her brothers and for her husband with whom she got through one
night. Her sacrifice is beautified as falling blossoms. It is a product
of patriarchal society , and demanding feminine death is a scapegoat
mechanism of gender-discriminating society.

Three tigers of the tale are modified to a group of people plotting
treason in conflict for power in “Howonsagi". Each group resorts
to violence to getting more power to hold the throne. Though
Hoyim's brothers tried to kill Kimhyun misunderstanding him as a

spy, they killed their sister who make him run away regarding her
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as obstructor of treason,

A group trying to recover their power slew their sister to achieve
their goal. There is a difference that in the tale, virgin tiger becomes
scapegoat with her own will, but in the novel, she takes imminent
death as an unavoidable fate. Kim Dong-Ri excellently describes
Shilla as no idealistic world, but as evil reality of the people having

desire for political power,

Key Words
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3] A o] (Sacrifice Ritual)
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