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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Investiture of the Royal
Women in the Early Part of the Late Period
of Shilla Dynasty

Lee, Hyun—ju

The late period of Shilla refers to the period from King Seonduk( &£
F) to King Kyungsoon(#4IE ). This period can be divided into early,
middle and late parts, depending on the royal lineage and political
characteristics. In the early part, after King Wonseong(JLEETE) succeeded
King Seonduk the exclusive succession was made by lineage of King
Wonseong. On the other hand, a struggle for the throne was intensified
between lineage of King Wonseong in this part. Thus, the succession of
the throne was particularly confusing and the status of royal women was
not stable as well.

Immediately after King Wonseong’s enthronement, he gave
posthumous honor to his four forebears of direct descendent and
installed the crown prince. He also revised Five —Temple System( L/
fil]). He tried to find justification of the throne by clarifying the patrilineal
legitimacy. His supporters who helped him to ascend the throne were his
mother and Kim Wonryang and Kim Sinsul’s family who were queen’s

relative. This was the reason why the crown prince In gyeommarried
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Kim Sinsul’s daughter. Never the less, there cord of King Won seong’s
mother and his wife was fragmented or lost because he wanted to justify
the royal authority by emphasizing patrilineal legitimacy.

This was also related to the status of the queen in the late period. In
the early part of the late period, the investiture of the queen was made
before that of the crown king for giving justification to the crown king
who was born by the first queen(iF4t)). The investiture and status of the
queen in the late period of Shilla were connected with the crown king
who was successor to the next throne.

Another special feature of this period was the frequent investiture of
the royal women by Tang dynasty. Tang’s investiture was basically
political act. From their standpoint, this established the relationship
between Tang dynasty and surrounding countries as a king and subject
by conferring title to the sovereigns of surrounding countries. From the
standpoint of Shilla, investiture was intended to secure the legitimacy of
the royal power and maintain royal authority. The frequent investiture of
the king’'s mother and queen as well as king of Shilla by Tang dynasty
was due to this condition.

Only King Hyoseong(ZmT)’s queen and King Hyegong(F#&TE)’s
queen mother in the middle period were the cases of Tang’s investiture
of the royal women in Shilla. The first case provided justification to
establish status as a first queen. The second case provided political
justification to queen mother for acting as a regent. In other words,
Tang’s investiture of royal women in Shilla was itself used as a political
act for securing legitimacy. Through their experience in the middle

period, Shilla knew that Tang’s investiture could be used as a mechanism
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to guarantee the legitimacy.

In terms of succession to the throne, investiture of king’s mother and
queen were related to the secure of the status of present king and the
successor to the next throne. Shilla seek to secure the legitimacy and
stability through Tang’s investiture of king’s mother and queen.

Only King Soseong(HZEEE), Aejang( = #tF ), Heondeok(ZFEfEF) and
Heungdeok(#7# F) obtained investiture of king’s mother from Tang
dynasty. King Wonseong and Aejang revised Five —Temple System( 1§}
ffll) into four forebears, so they could establish vertical lineage of
paternal line. However, the mother of King Soseong, who 1s a grandson
of King Wonseong, King Heondeok and Heungdeok is identical. King
Aejang who is the son of King Soseong has different mother. King
Heondeon and Heungdeok killed their nephew King Aejang and
ascended to the throne. This means all four kings are lineage of King
Wonseong and have a same patrilineal support base. Therefore, King
Heondeok and Heungdeok needed status of king’s mother who obtained
Tang’s investiture as well as patrilineal legitimacy for the legitimacy of
royal power.

The lineage of King Wonseong was short of the legitimacy of the
throne in the early part of the late period of Shilla. In order to fill this
shortage, internally they gave posthumous honor to their parents to raise
the status of royal family and secure the patrilineal legitimacy, and
externally they tried to justify the legitimacy by Tang’s investiture of

king’s mother.
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