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{Abstract)

A study of Guji-ga as the song of
praying for fertility

Cho, Yong-ho

This essay was written for illuminating the assertion that Gu-ji-ga was the
song of praying for richness, For establishing a base of argument, I firstly divid-
ed a context of Gu-ji-ga from the birth myth of King Su-ro. Secondly, I especial-
ly observed Gu-ji-bong as a place of ritual and ‘Gye-yok-il' (il means ‘day’ )
as a date of ritual, I suggested that Gu-ji-bong was the religious place for per-
forming a sacred ritual and built in an age being prior to appearance of King Su-
1o, and that the divine ritual was performed in this place on the day of ‘Gye-
yok' in every year,

In the next chapter, I newly translated Gu-ji-ga in modern Korean. The trans-
lation was differentiated from other translations in previous studies in terms of
defining the second line of verse not as an imperative sentence but as an inter-
rogative sentence, and interpreting the forth line as a petition not as a strong
threat implying the statement, ‘We will catch, grill, and eat you, turtle!”
Therefore 1 entirely reinterpreted the poem, 1 thought that ‘Su(&) on the sec-
ond line indicated the figure of sprouting seed of grain, ‘Beon-jak(#&#) on the
forth line signified an act lighting with fire, and a meaning of Kkik(¥2)' corre-
sponded to ‘Gyo(l§)’ having a meaning of ‘shout’ .

Consequently speaking, the people of Ga-ya purified their body and spirit
after sowing seed of grain in spring, and annually performed the ‘Ge-yok ritu-

al' praying for richness on the top of Gu-ji-bong, which was similar to a turtle
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being considered as a symbol of fertility, Gu-ji-ga was just the song that was
sung in the ritual by means of gestures and speeches on the day of ‘Ge-yok

(Sang-sa-il on March) meaning a flourishing virility.

Keywords : Gu-ji-ga, Gye-yok, Gu-ji-bong, an honorific expression, an inter-
rogative sentence, seed of grain, virility, fertility, praying for rich-

ness
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