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I Abstract 1

The Dance and the religion of the mountain god
of the Silla Kingdom

Lee, Song*

This paper ains to try out research on the faiths of spirits of the mountains called
Sanshin that is represented in the dancing of Shilla. The archetypal figure of Shilla dancing
is not handed down now at all, while this research was conducted centered on the records
of documents on dancing from Samguk Yusa (Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms) and
Samguk Sagi (chronicles of the Three Kingdoms) in a holistic perspective of culeural-
anthropology.

The faiths of Sanshin, one of the philosophical backgrounds of the Shilla culture, serves
as a foundation for identifying the world view of the people in those days and configurating
the culture. Therefore, it can be of great help to figure out the framework of cultural and
artistic activities carried out in those days. This paper initially identified the dancing of
Shilla from the ancient docurments with related to the belief of Sanshin, and then tried to
find the influence of the belief to the Shilla people.

The result of the research shows that the faith of Sanshin is decply associated with a
king and a specially trained group of youths called Hwarang, who were responsible for
rtuals towards noted mountains and large rivers. When we divide the purposes of the
beliefs of Sanshin, before and after the unification of three countries, you can find them
different: the former is protecting their villages, making a good harvest, and preventing
themselves from disasters, while the latter is solidifying their faiths to Great mountains and
Rivers (Sammsanoak) and splendid mountains and great rivers (Myungsandaecheon) by the
causes of extending their territories and guarding the power of the king.

* Hanyang University / leesong67 @hanmail.net
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This type of worship to mountains is represented in the numen dance (sinryung dance),
when it is said gods really appeared, such as Sangyeommu, Okdoryung, Jibaekkeupgan and
Jiridadopa, and Sa-seon dance (four mountain wizard dance) which is said to be performed
by Saseon Hwarang at Museon-dae in Geumgang mountains. It is not known to us what
the Sinryung dance and Sa-seon dance were like in those days, but Siaryung dance and
Sa-seon dance is only heard from the records. Nevertheless, those materials are significant,
because they enable us to analogize that such dances might have been performed on the
basis of the faiths towards the gods of mountains.

I keyword : Shilla dancing, Sanshin, Hwarang, Samsanoak



