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A Study on Transcendental Colors-the Five Cardinal Colors-expressed in
FSamgukyusa,

SoonHee Lee
Ph.D., Department of Fine Arts, Keimyung University

The transcendental colors, i.e. the five cardinal colors in fSamgukyusas are closely related to
the Yin-Yang and the Five Elements Idea of the Orient. The five cardinal colors, unlike the
symbol of external, internal colors, are the ones implying perfection as the colors connoting
the mystery and sacredness, becoming objects of admiration to people. Particularly, expression
of the five cardinal colors in TSamgukyusay is embodied in transcendental colors symbolizing
the religious spirit of "The Land of Buddha,” which has the meaning of saving a nation with
Buddhism and of sacredness of royal authority. In addition, the five cardinal colors are
expressed as the ones driving away evil spirits, representing the mysterious, marvellous taste
as well. The religious sacredness for the idea of 'The Land of Buddha’ expressed in '
Samgukyusays is shown through the expression of ’the brilliant sitting cushion’ to serve all
sorts of bizarre shapes and Buddha, or in the content of imagery of holy body of Buddha such
as 'five—colored brilliance. five-colored halo.” The expression revealing enthroning and
divinity of royal authority can be observed through the mysterious 'five-colored clouds’ which
appeared for seven days during the enthronement process of Hyomyeong the prince of King
Jeongshin. The expression of the five cardinal colors as the ones expelling evil spirits can be
found in the expressions like ‘the five bright colors’ on the forehead of Buddhist monk Milbon,
who healed the diseased king Seondeok Deokman, or 'five—colored clouds’ wrapped on his
forehead. The expression of the five cardinal colors in fSamgukyusas does not have concrete
life like most animals and plants. As the form o inanimate object that can project the abstract
concept, it is the expression of the transcendental mystery. The form of five colors is
expressed as the light itself of the five colors, form and light of Buddha, the color of the
surface of an object, or appearance colors like those of five—colored clouds. In addition, the
five cardinal colors signify the power of transcendental symbol, and it could be seen that the

Archetype of Personal and Archetype of positive shadow are embedded.

Keywords: Five Cardinal Colors, Samgukyusa, Color Words, Korean Traditional Colors,
Evil-Spirit-Expelling Colors, Archetype
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