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A Study on the Motif of Lust in Ancient Narratives

- Comparative Literature of Japanese and Korean Narratives -

Yano, Takayoshi
ABSTRACT

This study is to examine the 'lust’ motif on the ancient narratives of Japan and
Korea through the method of comparative literature. As village cooperation, which
has been supported with the power of Shamanism, started to collapse through the
formation of ancient nations or the influences of Buddhism, many people began to
realize the value of individual existence. Accordingly people changed their recognition
about the relationship of man and woman.

People could be able to understand the meaning of adultery and regard the lust
of flesh as one of the big problems of human being, Their sexual deed between
man and woman came to be understood as sinful and in this thought lies the cause
of agony. The narratives about Buddhistic salvation were connected with a woman
who tried. to overcome the force of sin. Then in the view of Buddhist, women made
men fall. In these narratives, howerer a woman made a man pure and the man
became a wonderful inmate of a monastery. Finally, we can say that spiritual love
made the couple overcome the desire of Sin,
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