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{ Abstract)

The Flower Boys (Hwarangdo) and
Buddhist Priests of Silla in Early Korea

Cho, Bumhwan

With a focus on the close relationship between the Flower Boys and
Buddhist monks in Silla prior to the seventh century, this article examines
the role played by Buddhist monks and its historical meaning from a dia-
chronic and macroscopic perspective. Unlike what is known so far among
the scholars of early Korean history, Buddhist priests in Silla society joined
the groups of Flower Boys, who were first organized by the state authority.
The Sillan Buddhist monks chose to join the Flower Boy groups actively in
order to interest the young elites (Flower Boys) more in Buddhism; their
efforts; eventually paid off. As time went on, however, the Flower Boys
themselves were more cager to invite famed Buddhist monks in order to
accelerate their own education and broaden their knowledge. The leaders of
the Flower Boys also competed with each other in order to win more famed
priests over to their side.

This trend lasted until King Sinmun (r. 681-692), who abolished the
Flower Boy system in the course of his plan for the strengthening of royal

authority. While this situation was dramatically reversed during the reign of
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King Hyoso (r. 692~702), in which the Flower Boys system was restored
and Buddhist priests began to be invited again by the Flower Boys, such a
reversal did not last for a long time. The reason for the abolishment seems
to be related to the new situation in which the Flower Boys matured enough
to be high-level intellectuals, and did not need to learn from the Buddhist
priests any longer.

On the part of Buddhist priests, they were also no longer interested in
teaching Flower Boys because the latter were then deeply involved in the
internecine succession struggles on the political stage in the capital city of
Silla. For this reason, the relationship between Flower and Buddhist monks

in Silla society after the unification of the peninsula should be reexamined.

key words : the Flower Boys, Buddhist monks, Flower Boy groups, King

Sinmun, King Hyoso, internecine succession struggles
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