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Abstract

A Study on the Dharani Faith and Its Significance

in Late Period of Silla
Kim, Yeon-min

Today, Dharani is a Buddhist incantation, but not at first. Dharani was
originally a mnemonics of Mahayana Buddhism. The spread of Mahayana
Buddhism has strengthened the magical function of Dharani. In the sutra of
the 3-4th centuries, Dharani used it mainly for the purpose of pursuing
current interests. Then, in the 7th century, Buddhahood by Dharani was
emphasized. As a result, Dharani faith became popular in Silla in the middle
of the 7th century. In Silla, Dharani was the equivalent of a sutra. And it
has become common to put Dharani in Silla’s pagoda.

Dharani faith was widely popular in Late Period of Silla in the 9th
century. At that time, Silla people used Dharani everyday. Dharani was also
an important virtue of Silla’s Daedeok(kf&). Daeduk is a high Buddhist
monk appointed by the king. This indicates that Dharani’s philosophical
understanding has deepened and that he has been treated as an important
part of the entire Silla Buddhist community. Meanwhile, Dharani faith,
which reflects social chaos, was also popular at the same time. This is a
mixture of Silla’s indigenous faiths. In Silla in the late 9th century, two
kinds of Dharani faiths were popular.

Cheorwon in Gangwon Province, there was a temple called Balsapsa(%/)
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Yil=F) in 918. At that time, it was the capital city of Hugoguryeo(#% =i §E),
founded by Gungye(57%). Balsapsa Temple was enshrined with Tejaprabha
Buddha and Kuyo(JUl#, nine stars spirits of Buddhism). Gungye embraced
the Tejaprabha Buddha’s faith of Esoteric Buddhism. Tejaprabha Buddha is
Ekaksara-usnisacakra. Tejaprabha Buddha faith has inherent in the ideas of
Cakravarti-raja and Vidya-raja. For Gungye, who declared himself a
Maitreya Buddha and a Cakravarti-raja, the Tejaprabha Buddha faith was
advantageous to the rule. But Gungye’s Tejaprabha Buddha faith was a
mixture of indigenous Faiths. In other words, he accepted Dharani faith,
which became popular in the late 9th century. Gungye tried to use it to win

people’s support.

Key Words : Dharani Faith, Dharani, Esoteric Budadhism, Silla’s Indigenous Faith,
Gungye, Tejaprabha Buddha
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