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Silla’s “Monarch Capital” from the Perspective of
Letter Materials

Lee, Young—ho

[Abstract]

This study depicts the picture of Silla’s “monarch capital” not in terms of text
materials but of letter materials. It makes use of epigraphs, wooden tablets, and
duplicated materials of the Buddhist scriptures in the Silla period as the main
research sources as well as some materials of the succeeding Goryeo period.
Although unlike such historical texts as Samguk sagi (Historical Records of the
Three Kingdoms) and Samguk yusa (Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms), letter
materials have significant limitations to be used, they assume importance as
Silla’s contemporary source materials.

This study gives some 20 examples as the name of the Silla capital. The
name used the character “gyeong(’l)” most and then characters “do(%[)”
“seong(#k,)” and “eup(t=).” It was usual that the character “gyeong” was used
as a suffix and the character “do” was added as a prefix. Otherwise, “mo-seong”
and “mo-eup” were used. Also, like the names “Wangdo(T-#l),” “Wangseong(T-
),” “Geumgyeong(s:5%),” and “Geumseong(423%),” characters “wang(T)” and
“geum(42)” were used.

As a result of analyzing the periodic distribution, there is no evidence that
only Silla used its own specific expressions. Furthermore., it is remarkable that
the terms “Gyeongseong((3k)” and “Wangseong(Fj%)” that are frequently
described in text materials do not appear in Silla’s contemporary source
materials. The administrative precinct of the monarch capital contained six bu,

ri, and bang. It also included such natural environment as mountains, valleys,



forests, as well as such artificial facilities as mountain fortresses, wells,
pavilions, farms, palatial mansions, and reservoirs.

This study confirms more than 20 instances of the name of the palace in the
monarch capital. Among them, “mo-gung(}t7=)” and “mo-gyeol(GEiH)” appear
most frequently, which means that they were generally used to indicate
monarch’s residence. Within the palace were lots of many-storied buildings and
gates. Especially, the Sajeong-dang was a large building that had gates to the
east and west or north, south, east, and west. The Jipsa-bu, Byeong-bu, Ye-bu,
and Chang-bu, Silla's essential administrative agencies, were all located within
or without the palace in the monarch capital. This study also identifies the
existence of several pavilions, specifically the Poseokjeong (resort), in the scenic
places close to Namsan (mountain).

This study confirms the names of a lot of Buddhist temples that text materials
deleted. In particular, it suggests that the Silje-sa (temple) in the reign of King
Jinheung was different from that in the reign of King Sindeok and that the
Sungbok-sa was renamed the Gok-sa in the early Goryeo period. It also
confirms first names of the Bongdeok-sa and Bongseong-sa from the broken
monument of the Hwangbok-sa. Finally, as evidenced by the fact that the
Bunhwang-sa was described as Bunwang-sa, Hwangbok-sa as Wangbok-sa, and
Hwangryong-sa as Hwangrong-sa or Wangrong-sa, this study conjures that the
Silla kingdom might impose restrictions on the use of characters “hwang(t)”

and “ryong(iig).”

(Professor, Department of History, Kyungpook National University
/ leeyho@knu.ac.kr )

Key words : letter materials, epigraphs, wooden tablets, duplicated
materials of the Buddhist temples, Silla’s monarch capital,
palace, administrative agencies, Buddhist temples
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