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Abstract

Problems of Old Joseon Construction in

Goguryeo's Mythos
Kim, Sung-hwan

When discussing the historical succession of Goguryeo and Old Joseon,
one must recognize the fact that no concrete documentation about these
events exists. Among wall paintings on Goguryeo's tombs, pictures dating
from the early fifth century can be found which depict a bear and tiger
leaning against a tree along with a drawing from the mid-fifth century found
on Jangcheon tombs No. 1 showing a crouching bear under a tree. These
pictures are related to motifs found in Old Joseon's mythos and discussed
in Samguk-yusa. Also among Samguk-sagi imperial records of King
Dongcheon dealing with the transfer of the capital to Pyeongyang lies the
phrase "Pyeongyang is lived in Seon-in Wang-geom", in the late Goryeo
record Jo Yeon-su's epitaph states "Pyeongyang's advent as Seon-in
Wang-geom predated the Samhan era and lasted about one thousand years.
He also became the Seon-in." These and others are understood to be
records of Old Joseon's Tangun from the Goguryeo capital of Pyeongyang.

Song-yang, the king of Biryuguk, whose rule as the Seon-in successor
spanning several generations, can be seen as the king of the region,
especially when one compares the revelation in Dong-myeong of heaven's

succession in Gu-samguk-sa's Dongmyeonwang-bongi as quoted by Yi
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Gyu-bo(1168~1241) in Dongmyeonwang-pyeon. Recently, some scholars
have used the records Dongmyeonwang-pyeon and Jewang-ungi as a basis
for discussing the problems of historical succession in Old Joseon and
Goguryeo, interpreting them to show Biryuguk's Song-yang as the Seon-in
successor related to Jeolro-bu in Goguryeo. This theory, however, reveals a
fatal historical contradiction when set against the move south from Buyeo
of various forces from that tribe as well as the concept of Old Joseon's
descendents, which are designated as Seon-in. In addition, belief in this
theory requires overlooking the Samguk-yusa record definitively describing
Jumong as Tangun's son.

Using this understanding of the records as its premise, this paper will
attempt to deal with the problems evident in the perception of succession
in Old Joseon. It will first distinguish between fact and fiction and
correlations between the two in the locations of Goguryeo. It will also
examine the possibility of correlations between motifs related to Tangun
mythology present in Dongmyeong, a work which presents celestial worship
during the Goguryeo period as well as records in Samguk-yusa related to
Wangryeok, Tangun-gi and Dangun-bongi in Samguk-yusa and Jewang-ungi.
Examining these records, considered to be a collection related to Songyang,
we will consider them as having a relationship with the successors to the
throne, Gyeru-bu, rather than with the acknowledged former members of the

throne in Yeonro-bu(Sono-bu).

Key Words : Old Joseon's Mythos, Goguryeo's Mythos, Dongmyeong, Gyeru-bu,
Jangcheon tombs No .1
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