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A Study on the Worship for Manjusri and the
Tradiional Miracle Folktales

Kim, Yong-duk*

This article is to inquire into the phenomenon of the ManjuSri(SCEkRTF)
Belief which is of great importance in Buddhism. It is expected that we can
understand the characteristics of Korean Buddhism through the analysis of the
Manjuéri Belief still passed down to the present generation.

In the methodological aspect, this article is based on the data from a review
of literature and field studies. It is intended to clarify Matjjudri's character by
studying Buddhist scripture. Mapjudri is the symbolic bodhisattva who
personified the virtue of Banya, Buddhist wisdom, which means ‘having good
luck and virtue’ or ‘perfect wisdom’. Manjusri becomes a bodhisattva
temporarily to help Buddha eradicate all miseries of the life who are eventually
destined to become Buddha in the afterlife.

The Manjusri Belief dates back to ShillaGHi#) dynasty when Jajang(#%
momonk transmitted it from China to Korea, which is recorded in <Samguk
Yusa > (= [#3&23) : Memorabilia of the Three Kingdom’s and also mentioned in
the traditional stories or the place names. The present transmission state can be
detected at the sites of prayer and practice for Buddhists. The lay Buddhists
taking part in the prayer expect their wishes to be realized by the miraculous

power of Manjudri.

* Hanyang University



08  sEIRME 54

The traditional stories of Manjudri showing the miraculous virtue help
understand the characteristics of the Manjusri belief. In these stories, Manjusri
is personified as a child or an old man. The structure of the stories is that of
trickster, which is characterized by awakening the main agent and changing the
personality. The old man warns human kinds not to be carried away by the
power of their position and their arrogance. The child is interpreted as the
personified bodhisattva representing an ideal human. The child not only has the
meaning of linguistic symbol, ‘a young child’, but also means innocence,

recovery of human nature, and the truth itself.

(Key-words) The Manjuéri Belief, The traditional stories of Marijuéri,

Jajang monk, The structure of trickster, The Manjusri temple

FEEENY 2011, 831, AARRIEY 201111, 4, AREAEY 2011 1111,
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