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I Abstract |

A Study on Shilla Bugun and Wolji-Gung

Hong, Suengwoo*

In order to confirm that Wolji-Gung, appearing in SamgukSaki and Inscriptions for Jijeung-
Daesa, is the name of Shilla Dynasty’s East Palace which is the residence of royal successor Taeja,
I researched the nature of Bugun which is the official position King HeungDeok became in 822,

First, I analyze the official titles for royal family written on biography of Prince Bojildo
contained in SamgukYusa. It revealed that Bugun is the title of the successor to the throne. But
it is not just different name of Taeja but the Specific Nomenclature used by King HeonDeok.

King HeonDeok robbed the throne from his nephew. But he did not notify the Tang Dynasty
his self crowning. He just sent a envoy and informs he is legitimate royal successor. But he is
already known as a uncle of previous king named Aejang, so he did not use the official title
called Taeja, He used Buwang as a title of royal succesor, but it's nature is same to Taeja, Later,
he made his little brother King HeungDeok a royal succesor, and titled as Bugun,

In conclusion, Bugun is the official title of a royal succesor of Shilla Dynasty used during the
reign of King HeonDeok and it is clear that Wolji-Gung the residence of Bugun is the other name

of palace of royal successor called East Palace.

[Key Words] Bugun, Taeja, Buwang, Wolji-Gung, East Palace, King HeungDeok, King HeonDeok

* Adjunct Professor, Myongji University
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