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<Abstract>

Reappropriation of ‘Silla’ and Creating Narrative
of Nation in the 1950s

—Focused on Silla representation by Kim Dongri

Ko, Jihye

In the South Korean literary arena, which started to be newly
established after undergoing the liberation from the Japanese colonial rule
and the following Korean War, resetting the boundary ‘we’ was one of the
acute issues determining formation of individual identity and direction of
community. In this regard, in the 1950s the discourse regarding
‘reconstruction’ which sought construction of a new people’s nation
spread extensively over all sectors of the society and a variety of
arguments emerged to seek the foothold for organizing ‘country’,
‘people’, and ‘ethnicity’. In that sense, by focusing on the historical short
story by Kim Dongri, this study aims to discuss how description of new
nation came to be established based on ‘Silla’ in the 1950s. The Silla
series by Kim Dongri, published from 1957 to 1959, narrates the Silla
characters including Hwarang. The series embodies the characters who
put emphasis on loyalty and great cause and the process of external
characters including Gaya domesticating to the orders of Silla. In other
words, the Silla series by Kim Dongri reproduced an ideal people and
society focused on Silla and organized the origin and the form of South

Korean style nation built on Silla spirit.

Key words: Silla, Silla spirit, nation, Kim Dongri, series of Silla fiction
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