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(Abstract)

Three Virtuous Persons in Silla History

Liang, Nan - Chang, Hwal-Sik

In 860, King HeonAhn(F%F) asked EeongRyum(#H), a royal young
man arranged to marry his daughter, as to the virtuous persons. The
young man said he had met three. The first was the one with excellent
qualifications but happy to stand below others. The second was the one
immensely rich but happy to wear cheap clothes. The third was the one
with tremendous power and authority but happy to care others. In the
previous research, the three virtuous persons are considered to represent
the ethical principles a king must hold, the moral guidelines established
for the Hwarang(ft#B) group, or the cynical criticisms on the central and
local government officers who never honored such values.

This paper examined Silla history to identify the virtuous persons. The
first one seems to be ChoongGong(##%) who awaited his turn for the
kingship but died in 835 as a prime minister. The second one seems to
be King HeungDeok(®f#¥) who promulgated laws prohibiting luxurious
goods and extravagant events. The third one must to be King MunSeong
(Cr®F) who cared much for his people. ChoongGong unified various
branches of the royal family to cope with rebelling forces: King
HeungDeok opened up the monopolized kingship to other branches of
the family; King MunSeong reconciled subbranches of the royal family.
EeongRyum seems to have stated implicitly that he will pursue unity and
collaboration through concession and negotiation, harmony and prosperity
through caring and sharing, equilibrium and stability through
reconciliations and tolerance in his kingship.

* Key Words: Virtue, Lessons, Metaphor, Allegory, Hidden Messages
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