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Abstract

The belief on the sky god and mountain spirits in early Silla society
—Social unification and maintenance of the ruling system

in relation to religious culture—

Na, Hee—La

Silla’s people had special religious feelings of the sky and the mountain like
most of ancient people. They considered that the sky, covering all of the ground,
has the universal and real power to move human society and the mountain, rising
to a great height, connect the earth to the sky. So various groups formed early Silla
society explained that their founders came down from the mountains in the sky.,

The sky is universal and abstract, In comparison, the mountain is individual
and specific, Silla’s people also thought that the sky god is great and universal and
abstract, In early Silla society, mountain gods was connected to the regional group
as guardians of the region. The royal family argued that they were connected to the
sky god to unify and govern the kingdom consisted of several groups. As the cen-
tralization went along, major mountains surrounding the royal capital were ar-
ranged into three ‘mountains(j1])” and five ‘large mountains(#)’. In doing so, moun-
tain spirits who had symbolized the serpent of the regional groups were to stay in
the role of a royal patron,

The belief on the sky god and the mountain worship was important element of
religious culture in Silla’s people, thereby acting as a political ideology for social

integration and organization of governance system.,

Key words : sky god, mountain spirits, state—founding myth, centralizing of government
system, three ‘mountains’ and five ‘large mountains’(= L F5%)
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