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(Abstract)

Analysis and Review of the Art History Materials in
Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms

Choi, Eung Chon *

Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms (Samgukyusa, 1285), compiled by a Goryeo monk
named Iryeon, is one of the oldest extant books on Korean history. The chapter titled

‘Pagodas and Images (Tapsangpyeon) contains a wealth of information about the history
of Korean art, A close examination of the chapter revealed that it contains information about
forty-three references to Korean art history, including ten references to the foundation and
chronology of Buddhist temples, three on the locations of closed temples, eleven on the
production dates and backgrounds of Buddhist sculptural works, six on the construction dates
and backgrounds of pagodas, three on ordination platforms and sarira worship, five on
Buddhist arts and crafts, four on Buddhist painting, and one on the origins of museums. Of
these references, the largest number of cases concerns Buddhist sculpture.

The book also contains forty-five references to Korean Buddhist art history in its other
chapters, including seventeen on the foundation and chronology of Buddhist temples, two on
Buddhist architecture, thirteen on the construction of pagodas and images, two on ordination
platforms and sarira worship, four on Buddhist arts and crafts, five on Buddhist painting, and
two on the origins of museums. The information contained in the chapters of the book
requires a careful review for the purpose of classification, because some entries overlap with
the information provided in the chapter on pagodas and images as they were intended to
provide an additional explanation or to emphasize certain facts, while others contain
information omitted from the aforementioned chapter.

It seems that Iryeon wrote the chapter on pagodas and images in order to focus on
information about the Buddhist art of his country, indicating that he was well aware of the
importance of Buddhism' s artistic heritage, The intention behind the arrangement of the
chapter seems to have been to bring together and supplement old materials rather than to
introduce concepts related with art history or specialized knowledge. It is noteworthy that of

the numerous Buddhist topics covered in the book, Iryeon was particularly interested in

* Professor, Dept. of Art History, Graduate School of Dongguk University-Seoul
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Hwangnyongsa Temple and its famous Nine-Story Wooden Pagoda, the Buddhist temples
established by the eminent Silla monk Jajang, and the relics (sarira) of Shakyamuni Buddha,

which must have been invaluable objects of worship for devout Buddhists like him.
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