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Abstract

Changes in the Idea of Korean Ancient Birds
—From the Holy Bird to the Reality Bird

Lee, Jang-woong

In ancient Korean myths and rituals, birds were regarded as very sacred,
symbolizing the sun, mediating heaven and earth, connecting with ancestral
gods. So it was used in funerals to mediate the world and the next world,
or used in farming rites as a medium for calling out gods of grain. In
addition to the previous researches on birds that show such sanctity, the
birds that appear in the records as a sign of good or bad, and the birds that
appear as food materials as targets for hunting and management,
respectively, have been studied partially. In this article wanted to collect
relevant literature materials and examine the flow in a comprehensive way
to highlight the differences in new ideas over time.

Especially, noting that duck-shaped earthenware made in Yeongnam
region and bird-shaped earthenware made in Honam region, had declined
during the 5th and 6th centuries, the Idea of birds that was considered
sacred in mythology and ritual ceremonies would have changed. In actual
literature, white pheasants and sparrows began to take shape rather than
abstract mythological ideas after this period, as they were regarded as a
marvelous one supporting the monarchy or as a sign of good or bad. And
gradually the bird is recognized as a strange animal rather than a divine one,
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so it is managed in gardens and its meaning as a hunting object or food

seems to be gradually becoming stronger.

Key Words : The Idea of Birds, Duck-shaped Earthenware, Ceremonial Todl,
Bird-shaped Earthenware, Myth, Ritual Ceremonies, Goguryeo,
Baekje, Silla, Wooden Tablet
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