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Abstract

The True Nature of the Shilla Dynasty Founder
Park Hyeok’geo’se

Kim, Ki Heung*

The Shilla dynasty Founder Park Hyeok’geo’se had been an ancestral god
that had been traditionally worshipped by the Shilla people. In the 5 century,
Shilla was continuing to form its own state structure, in the wake of all the
competitions with Goguryeo and Baekje, and in the process of reinforcing
its own identity, they tried to reinforce the memorial worshipping of the
traditional ancestral god as well. They chose to personalize the God of Sun
which had been traditionally worshipped as the ancestral god. So they renovated
a tomb whose owner was not that well known, and in 435 declared that
it was the tomb of the founder. And instead of the previous shrine for the
traditional ancestral god, they built a ‘Shin’gung(jiiE)’ hall in 487 at the
place which was reportedly the birthplace of him according to myths, and
began to worship him in such a new format.

But coming into the 6™ century, Buddhism was officially established as
the new religion for the dynasty in 528, and the royal family at the time
came to worship its own direct ancestors more than Hyeok’geo’se, so the
worshipping of this ‘ultimate founder’ was weakened. He was not even
recognized as the historical founder in the newly published Kuksa([F5h),
national history book of Shilla, in 545.

But then, when heroic King Jin’heung was able to conquer significantly

large regions inside the territories of Baekje and Goguryeo, and enlarged the

* Konkuk University
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realm of Shilla considerably, the situation changed. It seems like King
Jin’heung wanted to insert a notion that the foundation of Shilla preceded
those of Goguryeo and Baekje in the history books. As a result, Hyeok’geo’se,
which had earlier been considered and described as the mere god-like father
figure of the supposed state founder Nam’hae Chacha’ung in previous historical
resources, came to be portrayed as the historical founder ancestor, effectively
putting the year of Shilla’s foundation before those of the other two countries.
As he became a historical founder ancestor, the previous god-like status of
his was seriously weakened. He became an entity that was neither a traditional
ancestral god nor a very strong historical founder. State worshipping of him

ended up being very limited.

Key Words Park Hyeok’geo’se, God of Sun, Shin’gung(jifi=), King Jin’heung,
Kuksa([5]5)
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