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Abstract

Succession to the Throne of Queen Seondeok in Silla

Kim Chang Kyum

This paper attempts to examine the succession to the throne of Queen
Seondeok (4 1-) in Silla. The most fundamental factors affecting the royal
succession were the pedigree and the Golpum({fi), as well as political
factors. These all three conditions are mentioned in historical records related to
accession to the throne of Queen Seondeok.

The 27" ruler Queen Seondeok was the daughter of the 26" ruler King
Jinpyeong(I57F ). Therefore her accession to the throne was a natural
succession guaranteed by the blood ties. However, in the medieval period of
Silla, according to already existent the father to son succession and the crown
prince system, normally the son was chosen the successor. Queen Seondeok,
as a daughter of King Jinpyeong, met the Kkinship requirement; yet her
accession to the throne was opposed as she was a woman. Therefore Queen
Seondeok’s claim to the throne was justified by Seonggol rank(ZiF), but the
most crucial was the power of her supporters.

As a result she was chosen the first female ruler in Silla. Her accession to
the throne was an unique phenomenon - guaranteed by the father to child
succession rule exempted from the male lineage limitation. Apart from this
case, there are other important examples of female accession to the throne as
the 28th ruler Queen Jindeok(8f%7r ) and 5lst ruler Queen Jinseong(/&
+) of Silla.

Key words : Queen Seondeok, the succession to the throne, Seonggol,
female accession to the throne, father to son succession
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