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Bl ABSTRACT

A New Readings of Docheonsukwanumgaii T8l

Nam, Pung—hyun

Docheonsukwanumga is a hymn to the Thousand-Armed Bodhisaatva. It
describes the prayer of a mother named Himyeong and her blind child of
five-years-old, to a wall painting of Bunwhang-Sa, a Buddhist temple. Through
the prayer, they made wish to regain the child’s sight.

This song shows a typical form of 10-line Hyangga. In terms of writing
and grammar, it is presumed to be of the 8th century. The writing system of
the song is intimately related to that of interpretative-reading Gugyeol and
it’s grammar reflects that of ancient Korean. Based on the writing system and
the grammar of ancient Korean which are revealed through recently found
materials of interpretative-reading Gugyeol and Idu, I tried to make a whole

new reading of the song.

¥ key—words: regaining the sight of a five—year—old child, a wall painting of
Bunwhang—Sa, a typical form of Hyangga, writing system and

grammar of ancient Korean



