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Changes in the status of goddesses
appearing in Korean mythologies and

the problem of ethics

Choi, Won-Oh

Goddesses have been understood to be a symbol of ferility not only in East Asian
myths, but in the myths of peoples around the world. This is dosely related to the fact
that only women can give birth. In that it becomes the basis for the existence of women,
giving birth can be said to be the most important sign of the female sex. Thus, women
have been worshipped in mythology as goddesses symbolizing fertility, and women
themselves may have been abstracted to signify fertility. In becoming abstract, things have
a tendency to become ideological. The fertility of goddesses became an object to be
obtained.

In this light, the succession of the status and functions of goddesses by gods appears to
be, for the most part, of a political nature. This is because the relationship between gods
and goddesses is set up as a dominant-submissive relationship. However, this is perceived as
a problem of ethics in mythology. This means that the submission of goddesses to the gods
was understood in the social dimension. Herein lies the potential for the loss of mythic
authority of the goddesses' fertility, and so the relationship between gods and goddesses is
perceived to be a problem of ethics. Thus it can be concdluded that goddesses have been
dismissed to a marginal social position.
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