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Abstract

Goddess belief in Ancient Korea

Jeon, Ho—Taex*

The female figures found in Korean Neolithic sites speak to the
worship of goddesses in prehistory. The female genital motifs from
Bronze Age petroglyphs suggest what the focus of the religion was.
The religion of goddesses in Neolithic and Bronze Age makes itself
clearer through the contents of the founding myth.

In the myth of Dangun(f&#), Woongnyeo(88%) appears as the
mother of the sacred king. Within the tradition of bear gods and the
worship of bear goddesses also found in Europe, Middle East, and
East Asia, Woongnyeo is a mother goddess. Yuwha, the mother of the
king in the myth of Jumong(%%%), is a water goddess who originally
was a bird goddess. Yuwha(#lIft) also is a mother goddess. Alyoung(/#
4t) in Bakhyeokgeosae(kMiifE ) myth retains her original bird goddess
form but has come down from the heavens to become a spouse.
Through the revision of the myth, the realm and the status of the
goddess changed.

Goddesses shifted from mother to spouse to a guide throughout the
unfolding of history. The goddess that had become the guide for the
heroes and warriors also came to lead the worldly youths down the
path of Buddhist Enlightenment. As the Buddhism spread, the goddess
had become the lower deity in the Buddhist religion. With the Buddhist
revisions, the memories of the bear goddesses and the bird goddesses

of the earlier times lost place in the narrative.

* Professor, Department of History and Culture, University of Ulsan
/ jieonang@gmail.com
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The last refuge for the goddess that came down from the heavens
to earth was the big mountain. However, as the patriarchal
Confucianism took hold, the mountain goddesses also lost the
mountains. The masculinization of deities that started from the
beginning of history reached its completion through Confucianism. As
the male gods dominated mountains, the religion of goddesses and its

long history fell into oblivion.

Key Words goddess belief, religion, mother, spouse, guide, memory,
oblivion.
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