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[P Z5] The reign of Jinheung (540~576), the twenty-fourth ruler of Silla, witnessed the
consolidation of monarchical authority and the attendant pursuit of territorial expansion which
facilitated the unprecedented rise of the kingdom as the most formidable force on the Korean
peninsula. The achievements of King Jinheung have often been compared with those of King
Gwanggaeto(391 ~413), the nineteenth ruler of Goguryeo, and King Geunchogo(346~375), the
thirteenth ruler of Baekje. It is worthy of note, however, that in the mid sixth century when King
Jinheung commenced his political career, the power of Goguryeo and Baekje had waned. Silla
lagged behind its two neighbours by 150 to 200 years, and yet. King Jinheung's policies and
vision filled Silla with dynamism and catapulted to great height of success.

Opver the thirty-seven years of his reign, King Jinheung used four different era names (or reign
titles): Geonwon(i#7T), Gaegug(B), Daechang(kE), and Hongje(#i#5). Employment of four
era names by a single ruler is indeed a highly unusual political practice. Geonwon, which means
“establishment of the first Era Name”, was originally created by King Jinheung's predecessor King
Beopheung in 536, the twenty-third year of his reign. Having ascended to the throne at the early
age of seven, King Jinheung inherited the era name Geonwon and in the period of the first eleven
years of his reign during which this era name was retained, he upheld his predecessor's policies and
prepared himself to take the mantle of power in his own hands from his mother Princess Jiso who
acted as regent. The second era name Gaegug, which means “to newly establish a kingdom”,
suggested that his leadership would be defined by political initiatives. Once King Jinheung turned
eighteen and began to rule Silla, he spent the next seventeen years strengthening the royal
authority and actively expanding his kingdom's territory, thereby inaugurating a golden age of
development in the history of Silla. Close on the heels of such political achievements came the
third era name Daechang, which means “to make the kingdom glorious”.

The third era name conveyed King Jinheung's intent to follow the Confucian idea of the kingly
way of benevolent governance. The practice of Confucian political idea by King Jinheung during
the four years of Daechang era finds illustration in various stele inscriptions, representing his edict
and proclamations during his tour to various parts of his kingdom. The fourth era name Hongje,

meaning “to redeem/save far and wide”, may be interpreted to mean that Buddhist political
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thought now replaced Confucian Ideology that served as the guiding ideology during the previous
era and the king aspired to become an ideal ruler resembling Cakravartirdjan. The sixteen-foot
Buddha statue at Hwangryongsa Temple, built during this period, may be cited as an emblem and
evidence of the influence of Buddhist political thought on kingship.

It is apparent that changes in the era name represented shifts in King Jinheung's policies and
ideas during the four different phases of his rule. By implementing both Confucian and Buddhist
ideologies, King Jinheung sought to realize benevolent governance and the rule of law that
embraced conventional and ultimate truths. Needless to say, these political and ideological
achievements during the reign of King Jinheung served as the driving force behind the unification

of the Three Kingdoms.

[5541©]] Era Name (4F-5§), the monument in commemoration of King Jinheung's tour (IEH T

SAFAE), Confucian thought of Kingly Way (F5EEH), the sixteen-foor Buddha statue at
Hwangryongsa Temple (BRI ELS), Cakravartirdjan (f8#5% £), the Confucian political
ideology (HZXEAHE S, the Buddhist political ideology (filiZXEAHE )
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