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An Essay for the Formation of Silla People’s Color Consciousness

in view of Foundation Myth of Silla

Joo, Mi Kyoung
Professor of Department of Art Design ,Sahmyook University

The color has been used through various processes of awareness according to the cultural
areas, but the sociological color has been developed based on the cultural consciousness of color as
well. We can see that the color which was formed in this way includes each period’s general
characteristics of senses in the basis. It can be demonstrated by the fact that the backgrounds of
each time led social changes in political, cultural and historical way.

This research is to study the meaning of sociological communication of color as differences of
era backgrounds and cultural consciousness. In order to understand diverse human feelings and
emotions for color, I chose 'white horse’ and 'purple egg’ which stand for the foundation myth
and represent the phases of Silla times, simultaneously.

The foundation myth of Silla is assumed to have captured sympathy with all Silla people to see
the conditions of the period. Especially, I consider that colors which appear in myth with
nature—friendly color circumstances highly represent and symbolize the color emotion of that time.
Fundamentally, it is an instance of activating sociological communication by using color for myth
in the way of maximizing image effects rather than linguistic symbols. It means that one ancient
people had symbolized their social custom and aesthetic sense on traditional colors and finally it
remained in the basic culture as a spiritual meaning.

In that way, the color of white from 'white horse’ can be understood as the coldness for the
spirit of foundation, the respect and the mental sense, representing the light by applying meanings
of color which are related to the political ideology. The color of purple from 'purple egg’ more
overweighs on the aesthetical meaning than the meaning of the color itself as an idea of
uncommon and marvelous one by personifying holiness in the universal and heavenly point of
view.

The psychological approach of traditional mythical color in terma of divine color and color
consciousness from the foundation myth indicates modern emotion of color in the meaning of

common communication.

Key words: foundation myth, traditional color, the color of white, the color of purple
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