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ABSTRACT

The buddhist legitimation of Silla kingship
—Focusing on the roles of monks Wongwang and
Chajang in Silla politics—

Pankaj Mohan

Wongwang and Chajang are doubtless two great Silla monks of early 7th
Century who established mutually empoering relationship between Buddhism
and royalty. Wongwang’s Five Secular Precepts and Chajang’s role in
construction of the Nine-story stupa illustrate this point. Chajang’s political
use of Buddhist rhetoric is also evident in his apotheosis of Queen Sondok as
a ksatriya, a caste of valour and virtue in Buddhist literature.

Chajang also proclaimed Silla as a Buddhist realm and an abode of Past
Buddhas to give spiritual comfort to his countrymen and to instil in their
mind confidence and a sense of pride.

Wongwang and Chajang, the two representative monks of early Silla
almost erased the dividing line between the Confucian norms of statecraft and
the Buddhist path of salvation.

It is also important to remember that these two Silla monks imported the
religious and cultural ideas and institutions from China selectively and judiciously,

and adapted their contents to suit the local needs and circumstances.
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