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ABSTRACT

Wonkwang’s Penitence-belief with
commandments and its Meaning

Kim, Doo-Jin

There are two kinds of Wonkwang([E]Jt;)'s biographies, Sokgoseungjun(&
=184 and Gobonsuijun(i 285k B {4), but their contents are very different.
Naturally, it is difficult to talk about his life and the time of entering the
Buddhist priesthood, even his birth and death surely. As a result, many
scholars have made studies of him but there is not valid conclusion yet. It
was to suggest more obvious Wonkwang's activity and Buddhist studies that
I made this thesis up through related records and researches on it. Documents
of Wonkwang's activity in Samguksagi( = [8 %! 3C) are accurate comparatively.

According to it, Wonkwang was born in 554 and entered the Buddhist
priesthood in around 566. When he became 30 years old in 583, he got to
Mt. Samgi( =M [1]) and had asceticism. Wonkwang went to China to study
and learnt various Buddhist studies, Seongsil(j%E) and Yeolban(£#g),
Seopron(f#fii) etc, after staying 6 years there. Then he came back to Silla in
600 following envoys, Jemun(3%3Z) and Hoengcheon(##)I[). He had stayed at
Gaseulsa(G 35 ~F) after coming back. When Gwisan(# [1]) and Chuhang(Z
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JH) visited him and wanted to take his Vinaya, Wonkwang gave them
Common Five Commandments(f{# FL%). He was highly regarded by the
royal family and retainers of Silla. Also, Wonkwang made out A Diplomatic
note to beg troops(Z fifi#%) in 698. In fact, most of diplomatic notes to
China were written out by him at the time. Furthermore, he had charge of
Baekgojwa({ 51)82) at Hwangryongsa(E25E~F) in 613 and, finally, passed
into Nirvana in 637 as 84 years old.

A Characteristic of Wonkwang's Buddhist studies was Penitence-belief with
commandments(FCEFE /) that meant to hold Chomchal Buddhist mass
(2214 with stricc commandments. In his Buddhist studies, Precepts
were very emphasized. The fact that he gave Common Five Commandments
to Gwisan and Chuhang is famous but his Bodhisattva Commandments(Z &
) were too difficult to keep as a retainer. Which had some similarities to
Jajang(G&i%)'s Gogolgwan(fiti'E5#7), Jajang kept after entering the Buddhist
priesthood. In the early times of Wonkwang's priesthood, he got strict
commandments like Commandments of Hinayana Buddhism. That is to say,
he had Bodhisattva Commandments for Buddhist monks chasing Altruistic
action(F]f4T). In addition to his commandments, Wonkwang held
Chomchal Buddhist mass to get rid of sins.

Oppositions and Conferences between Aboriginal faiths and Buddhism used
to repeat in Silla society from the Buddhism approvement to Wonkwang's
time. So he tried to set up the Buddhist studies. Wonkwang rejected
Buddhism with incantation positively but had a positive attitude to Aboriginal
faiths of Silla for it. After then, he learnt Samron study and trained himself
in Right notion(&7€) and Ascetic exercises to think and meditate(i{). At

last, Wonkwang devoted himself to bring Dhamalaksana studies(72:FH =252
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of Silla getting used to Banya(ffz7) and Seopron.

Key word : Wonkwang([E]Jt:), Penitence-belief with commandments(HEHEAS 1),
Common Five Commandments(H:48 F.7&), Chomchal Buddhist mass( %
$210€r), Dhamalaksana studies((EH 5% 2 82)
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