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Abstract

A Study on the Choreological Elements of Korean Rituals
- Especially Focused on Myths, Heaven Worships and “Palkwanhoe” -

Hyo Bun Kim
Suwon University

What was an original form of Korean dances? And from what has been derived the original
form of Korean dances? What purpose had the dancing performance of Ancient Korea as an art?
And what relation did a variety of the ritual ceremonies of Ancient Korea with the dancing
performance? All these questions have been studied as a target of academical studies that focus on
the history of Korean dances. This thesis is also carried out from the viewpoint of the questions
mentioned above.

The ritual ceremonies of the Ancient Korea were primarily consisted of the worship of Heaven
and Earth, gods of ancestors of the royal family and gods of the nature of the country. All these
worship ceremonies concurred with the beginning of the class society the rulers of which had a
special purpose to demonstrate their authority and legitimacy as a dominant political power at the
period of pristine states. And the rulers of pristine states, a monarch as well as a shaman, had also
inserted an art between the solemn and solid worship ceremonies in order to amuse their gods of
Heaven and Earth, themselves and their subject, which has been developed as a national festival.

This art of pristine states inserted between the worship ceremonies was named a ballad dance
as a kind of conglomeration of singing(#[gal), dancing(#[mul), playing of music instruments(Z
jul) and theater(El[keuk]), and as one word of all together #4[ak] or as a compound FFEE 8
[Gamubackhee]. Because of no difference between each form of performances it is impossible to
investigate only one dancing performance individually in spite of choreological object of this thesis.

This “Gamubackhee” was firstly recorded in a history book named “Samkuksagi”, a history of
three countries of the Ancient Korea, where the 3rd king of a country named Shilla, King Your,
has introduced the ballad dance into a ritual as a kind of industrial competition in the year of AD
32.

The religion of Buddhism was introduced from China into Kokuryo, an ancient country of the
three in AD 372, into Backjae, a last country of the three, in AD 384 and finally into Shilla in AD
528. The long conflict of the importing of Buddhism in the Shilla-Dynasty had a amazing and
interesting point of view and after the unification of 3 countries in the Korean peninsula by the

Shilla-Dynasty in AD 668 all kinds of the ritual of 3 countries were shaped up in the name of
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Shilla tradition and inherited into the next dynasty of Koryo, where the ritual of “Palkwanhoe”
blossomed out as a nationwide festival.

The oldest myth of Korean history “Dankun-Myth(EEi#EE)” in BC 2333 for exemple is
assumed a reflection of the epic to desribe the history of an earliest foundation of the country
which consists of animism, totemism, shamanism or any other primitive religions. The first part of
his name “Dankun” is derived from the meaning of an oldest shaman(M[mul) and the last part has
the meaning of king and bear.

Another form of myth is so—called Old Songs which were normally invented or developed by the
shaman king in order to rule the country efficiently by means of ballad dance. The oldest type of
this kind of the Old Songs “Dosolga” to decorate the ritual of the country with ballad dance was
invented by King Yuri of Shilla-Dynasty in AD 28.

The second recherche object of this thesis is a heaven worship named Jaechon(4%K). There
were many Jaechon rituals in the period of chiefdom states in the Ancient Korea that were firstly
recorded in the Chinese history books which were published in the second half of the 3rd century
or thereafter. “YoungoG¥#)”, “Dongmang(RE)” and “Muchon(#%XK)” were the Heaven Worship in
which there were mainly rituals, after that rituals also ballad dance, drinks and foods.

The last part of objects studied in this thesis does finally highlight “Palkwanhoe(J\FJ€)”", a
compound of aboriginal and Buddhistical religious ritual, in which the worship of Heaven and
Earth, gods of the royal family and many gods of animism as a guardian of the country like high
mountains, long livers and imaginary animals like a dragon.

The first Palkwanhoe mentioned in the history book was in AD 551 under the regime of King
Jinheung, shortly after the importing of Buddhism into Shilla-Dynasty in order to consolidate
King’s leadership, political power and national systems against neighbor countries. And the purpose
of Palkwanhoe in the Koryo-Dynasty was also to consolidate king’s leadership and political power
in one side and to unite the different folks after the period of turbulences in another side.

In spite of long abolition of Palkwanhoe in Chosun-Dynasty there was celebrated until now in
many towns in Korea a small kind of Palkwanhoe named Dongjae(Ji%%). Dongjae is a town
festival that reflects the hereditary custom of Palkwanhoe. It normally consists of three parts of a
Confusian ritual, agricultural ballad dance and shaman dance. The shaman dance named
Mudanggut can be interpreted as a kind of shaman ballad dance inherited from the first foundation
of a nation long, long time ago in the Dankun-Myth.

It is concluded in this thesis that any kind of old forms of traditional Korean ballad dances could
be performed and developed in the rituals and inherited through myths, heaven worships and

Palkwanhoes from the beginning of the Korean history until now.



