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Abstract

A Study on the Strategy and Aspect of
Feminization of KANUM

Choi, Jung-sun

Kanum was originally male figure when it was initiated in India for
the first time. It was expressed and described as a male figure not only
in the cave painting but also in the stories. However, there had been
astonishing changes taken placed while Kanum had been transmitted to
China and ancient Korea, that is to say, sexual transformation. At the
first stage in China, Kanum was transformed into a female figure who
especially reveals one’s sexuality and then it was brought in ancient
Korea. In Korea, character of Kanum had been idealized in the way that
stressed on the maternity and feminity as a leader.

The story of Kamun m Samgukyusa mostly Karum replyed to human-
being’s sufferings as a female figure such as beautiful, pregnant, and
married lower class women. For the back ground of this feminization,
there must be certain social needs and social customs and cultures, for
instance feminine goddess in ancient society. A benevolent, devoted
mother images was added to a women who was supposed to be patient.
In addition to that, Kanum was played active role in embody the
equality between man and woman in the realm of Buddhism.

The aspects of Kanum in Samgukyusa might be divided into three
categories which is sacred, seducing and benevolent woman appearance.
Sacred one made man realize vanity of the mundane world, and seducing
one have man achieve his goal to get paradise. Finally benevolent one
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usually appeared as a mother figure and showed up maternity. All female
figures of Kanum finally lead a man to get to their own goal by making
him realize how vainful the mundane world and their desire is. These
feminized Kanum images had contributed to the spread and consolidation
of Buddhism.

However, there existed a forceful power that was enforced to a women
as a secret way. Even though wisdom and clear thought was admired as
a women virtue, expression of this had to be very confidential and quiet
way that was regared as a woman quality. Ultimately, man was easy to
gain his goal compare to woman and woman played an role as a helper
or guide. Also women figure was treated as a dirty and unhallowed one
so man was required to be overcome female’s seduction and unsacred
images. At the last, devoted mother images also were glorified and
1dealized women qualities which should be practiced in daily lifes.

Nonetheless, it was a meaningful changes that women was taken as a
positive images in the Buddhism in ancient Korea.
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