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Abstract

The Origination and Development of
Shilla Dynasty’s Odaesan Tale

Seung-ho, Kim

It is convincing to say that the power of traditional folk tale worked
significantly to the extent that there was an established awareness about
Shilla as a Buddhist country in Korean history. Among all traditional folk
tales to evidence that every mountain of Shilla is a place under the
influence of Buddha-Bodhisattva, “the Odaesan Tale™ becomes a focus of
attentions in many aspects, because it delivers more abundant content in
each piece than any other folk tale, so that it becomes a critical reference
to find out the origination and propagation path of Vulture Peak Tale (&
ILIFR).

Shilla’s Odaesan Tale is similar to China’s Qingliangshan (JFi1l) Tale
in many aspects. This similarity is a phenomenon as foreign folk tales
were introduced to Shilla in parallel with the entry of Shilla’s people
(including monks) into China. China’s Qingliangshan (Odaesan) Tale is
consistently characterized by appearance of a hero who make a vow to
meet Manjusuri (3CFkE#%E: Bodhisattva of Wisdom). Here, the hero
scoured for Manjusuri across every site around Mt Odaesan, but it was
not easy for him to meet Manjusuri. At the very least, he really met with
Manjusuri, but was so obsessed with egoism (F%4H) that he could not be

aware of Manjusuri at first glance. Later, he met an assistant and ended
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up with keenly feeling his ignorance. Moreover, Mountain Odaesan Tale is
similar to China’s Qingliangshan Tale in narrative form.

It is concluded that the origination of Odaesan Tale was so much
influenced by China’s Qingliangshan Tale, but it is not justifiable to
overlook that the former contains elements of Shilla. Contrary to China's
Qingliangshan Tale that introduces many characters’ stories about
spiritual  efficacy, Shilla's Odaesan Tale is characterized by narrative
development primarily based on Jajang (%) as the center of spiritual
efficacy, and the latter emphasizes that Odaesan was a historic place
connected with Buddha Bodhisattva in past. And it is noteworthy that the
latter re-amplifies the implications of Odaesan as an ideological epicenter

of Buddhism for national protection.

Key Words : China’s Qingliangshan, Shilla’s Odaesan, Jajang, Buddhist national
assimilation, Wulture Peak Tale, Manjusuri  (Bodhisattva of

Wisdom), ideology of Buddhism for national protection



