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Abstract

Semantic Aspects of Characteristics of the 'Heo Huwang-ok Tale) and
Characteristics of the Figure | Ha Gyeong-suk(Liberal Arts,
Sunmoon University)

Heo Hwang-ok is also called Heo Hwang-hoo and is the progenitor mother
of Gimhae Kims(4##47E5) and Gimhae Heos(4:i FTEX). The records of Heo
Hwang-ok are contained in "Karagguggi(B5{&BIF0)) of "Samgukyusa(—=BlE5);
and in the Buddhist law of 'Geumgwangseong Pasaseoktap(4'EI LELAIE)) .
She was the princess of Ayodhya(Pi[FiiFEE]) and became a wife of King Suro of
Garakguk at the age of 16 after receiving a divine revelation of Heaven.

The ‘Migration’ of Heo Hwang-ok can be considered as a type of ‘cultural
mix’. In the story of Heo Hwang-ok, pagoda, tomb, red flag and spiritual fish
are described. Major articles that they traded in were silk(twill damask and
brocade), gold, tea, salt, rice and others.

The ocean played an important role in their migration and trade and its route
is clear. The story of Heo Hwang-ok, who came by ship from Ayodhya to get
married to King Suro emphasizes the meaning of ancient ‘international
relationship’ and various aspects, such as a migrant woman, cultural mix and
acceptance of advanced culture.

The <Heo Hwang-ok Tale> can explain the ancient history and shows proof
of exchange of goods and cultures through ancient marine trade. They
experienced advanced culture through a new cultural inflow agent, Heo
Hwang-ok and “Twin Fish’ is an important topic in the story. Twin Fish here is
regarded as a trace of various religions.

‘Twin Fish’ can be connected to prays and wishes of many different people
and different cultures are represented in here. “Twin Fish’ helps in understanding

life styles of ancient people, including migration and trade in detail.
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The identity and independence of Heo Hwang-ok represents her life as a
practical woman, not being separated from fundamental productivity and
abundance of women. As a woman in ancient Gaya, Heo Hwang-ok practiced
female abilities and displayed a new challenge. This is not different from modern
women trying to raise their voices and live independent lives in reality.

Additionally, the <Heo Hwang-ok Tale> reveals the clear route in the
process of migrating via the ocean and settling down, and fusion, based on
exchange and collision and clearly represents an independent woman and cross

sections of the cultural phenomenon.

Key words: Heo Hwang-ok, Gaya, Suro, Ayodhya, Culture Diffusion, Twin
Fish.



