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Abstract

The idea of ‘going to paradise’ in 5illa and its Songs

Kim Sung Chan

This paper is about three concerns: the initial recipience and later development

of the idea of ‘going to paradise(sukhavati)’, the authors of Wonwangsaeng-ga and

Chemangmae-ga, both of whom betray this same idea, and their thoughts; and fin-

ally the structure of both songs. The conclusions are as follows:

Y

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The monks who contributed to the initial recipience of the idea of ‘going to
paradise’ in Silla were Wonhyo, Hyegong, Hyesook, and Taean.

At the early stage of its recipience the popular sutra used for discipline wasg,
Muryangsugyong (sukhavati-pyzhe). But later on, from the reign of Kking
Munmu when monk Kyvonghung came on the scene, Kwanmuryangsugyong (the
Amitayur-dhiyama-satra) became the more popular one. The narrative on Kwa-
ngdok’s going to paradise seems to have been formed in this later phase,

The background narrative of Wonwangsaeng-ga was created for the purpose
of teaching people that they could gain an easy passage to paradise through
‘salvation from outside’. The author of the song is not known. Probably the
sanoe-ga had been handed down among Buddhists by who wished to go to
paradise.

The structure of the song is twofold in that the first eight lines are spoken
to the listener while the eleventh and the twelfth lines are toward the subject
matter. The song bares the narrator’s ardent wish for the rebirth in the
Amitayur paradise. Also one can find the idea of salvation from outside latent
throughout the song.

Wolmyongsa, the author of Chemangmae-ga, seems to have believed in Kriya
Tantric Buddhism, one of the many branches of Buddhism.

Chemangmae-ga has a complex structure consisted of three differnt parts: the
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first four lines are spoken to the listener, the next four lines are toward the
subject matter, and the last three lines are spoken to the poet himself, He
conveys his poetic idea very effectively through this three-fold structure. That
the poet concludes the poem returning to himself shows the poet's cognition

of death has finaily reached the religious sublimation,
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