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Aabstract

Queen Seondeok of Silla and Yeongmyosa Temple

Kim, Sun-Joo

This paper describes the relationship between Queen Seondeok, the first female
ruler of Korean history, and Yeongmyosa in terms of the political aspects of her le-
gitimacy and power base. Because of the fact that Queen Seondeok was a female ruler,
the process of her succession to the throne was not smooth, and also her legitimacy
was threatened in the early years after her accession, so that the throne was unstable.
However, some changes arose after the 4th year of her reign in that she took over po-
litical sovereignty, built a direct governing system, and so on. This paper focuses on
Yeongmyosa as the stimulus for these changes.

Yeongmyosa means “a shrine where ancestor spirits are worshipped.” The name
represents one of the sanctuaries which are assumed to be shrines that contain the
function of ancestor worship in the mid-Silla period. Also, by the fact that the temple
is adjacent to the Five Royal Tombs, it can be assumed that Yeongmyosa functioned
as “the shrine of the royal ancestors of Silla.” To put it concretely, this temple is un-
derstood to be a shrine related to the founders of Silla dynasty, not only assumed to
include Bak Hyeokgeose, the founding king of Silla, but also his queen Aryeong. Es-
pecially, it is interpreted that Queen Seondeok as the first female ruler gave particular
prominence to Aryeong, the founding queen of Silla, in relation to her political base.

It is my understanding that Queen Seondeok tried to gain sovereign power by es-
tablishing Yeongmyosa near the Five Royal Tombs, known to contain the tombs of
the founders of Silla, to play the role of a shrine that worships “the sacred ancestors”;
she then emphasized her legitimacy as a female ruler through worshipping the sacred
ancestors, and especially the female ancestor Aryeong. This study makes it possible
to understand the foundation of authority of Queen Seondeok, the first female ruler
in Korean history. Further, this article can provide a stepping stone for developing
approaches from various viewpoints in respect to worshipping the founders of Silla

dynasty.

Key words : King Seondeok, Queen, Yeongmyosa Temple, Aryeong(founding Queen
of Silla), Five Royal Tombs
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