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Abstract

A Study on the Embracing Process and Change of <Seodongyo> in Posterity
/ Kyeong Suk Ha

<Seodongyo> which is a Hyangga (an old korean folk song) constituted in
4 phrases, known as written in the period of King Jinpyeong, the 26" King of
Shilla Dynasty, was recorded with a fable at "Muwangjo (Article for King Mu),
in volume 2 of "Samgukyusa (the Heritage of Three States); and has been told
to this day. <Seodongyo> which is a work made with repetitions of floating
and accumulation among people for a long time, is a song of romance between
Seodong (A guy from west) and a princess Seonhwa transcending their social
standing, however actually it has various properties so that changes and
embracements have been being proceeded in various genres. Recently studies of
<Seodongyo> has been being discussed in various aspects such as cultural
contents, songs, literature, visual image, regional culture, architecture, storytelling
etc. and their various implication can be considered as variegated.

The song ’s ambiguity and hidden implication that <Seodongyo> contains has
enough value to be used as a material for the literature and endow works with
fresh vitality through the process of conversion and change into various genres.
First of all we should not forget that <Seodongyo> is not only a Shilla
dynasty’s song but a text with various properties which have been being created
even now. <Seodongyo>, a Hyangga, was sung during Chosun dynasty as
Akbu (words of song) of Lee Bokhyu’s <Seodong> to show strong critical
consciousness  against real world.  And in modern times, the Hyangga
<Seodongyo> newly communicates with public through modern poems, modern
novels, dramas and musicals.

Writers who recreated <Seodongyo>, tried to represent <Seodongyo> in

new vision. First of all the writers tried to visualize realistic appearance and
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social situation of human beings focusing on them instead of weighing
romance story between Seodong and the princess Seonhwa. It is a trial to
overcome existing interpretation and to offer experiences of various sentiments
and at the same time it is an endeavor to increase the understanding of
human being investigating the original form of the life and emotion. In
addition we can review writer’s attitude or his consciousness of the theme
against his work through the work or contents changing <Seodongyo>
variously. That is not the simple meaning of cut between the past and the
present on the contrary it can be considered as the continuation of the

present based on the past through the work.

Key words: Seodongyo, Embracement in posterity, Change, Seodongprincess

Seonhwa.



