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2.

O The word "shaman," we saw, comes to us through Russian from the
Tungusic saman. The derivation of this term from the Pali samana (Sanskrit
sramana) through the Chinese sha-men( a mere transcription of the Pali
word), which was accepted by the majority of nineteenth-century
Orientalists, was nevertheless questioned quite early (in 1842 by W. Schott,
in 1846 by Dordji Banzarov) and rejected by J. Nemeth in 1914 and by B.
Laufer in 1917. (Eliade, M., Shamanism, trans. by Trask, W., New York,
1990, p.495)
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Abstract

The First Buddhist Missionaries in the Korean Three Kingdom Age
and the Nature of Early Buddhism

Sin, Jong-won

When in A.D. 372 the Northern Chinese Early Qin(HijZ%) Dynasty sent a
monk named Sun-do to Korea, Koguryo built Seung-moon monastery for the
monk. This is the first official record of Kogoryo's contact with Buddhism.
The circumstances surrounding the dispatch of the monk and the name of
the monastery itself "Seung-moon-sa”, which is often used as the name of
bureaucratic offices, suggests that Koguryo's Early Buddhism was diplomatic
and strongly government-oriented. But in Chinese records of monks, it is
said that a monk named Dam-shi brought Buddhism to Koguryo in the late
fourth century. Because Dam-shi was a monk of the Southern Chinese
Eastern Jin Dynasty, it is possible to view Koguryo Buddhism as Southern
Chinese Buddhism, but generally speaking it is thought that Buddhism had
already entered Koguryo by the mid-fourth century, judging from the
contents of the Koguyo tomb murals. It is thought that Koguryo accepted
Taoist Buddhism(Z<]&1) from China and judging from the tomb murals,
Koguryo people had a belief in Maitreya in Heaven(?] 244419} and
Koguryo people held splendid ceremonies when Buddhist monasteries were
built.

Paekche accepted Buddhism in A.D. 384 when the monk Marananta
arrived from the Eastern Jin Dynasty. The reason Buddhism was endorsed by
the state was because, like Koguryo, the people were supposed to believe in
buddhism and receive blessings. The very next year, 10 Buddhist monks
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were ordained, which shows that possibly buddhism could have entered
Paekche prior to this time. A controversial point raised recently concerning
the early history of Paekche Buddhism is that Pulgap monastery in
Yonggwang district, South Cholla Province, is the monastery where
Marananta stayed. But this claim is based on texts dating from the Choson
period and also the archaeological evidence is also unconvincing.

Buddhism was first introduced to Silla during the reign of King Nulchi(r.
417-458) when a monk named Muk-ho-ja arrived from Koguryo. In view of
the historical relations between Koguryo and Silla at this time, this is quite
possible. 'Muk-ho-ja" is a nickname meaning 'dark-skinned foreign monk', so
it is possible that he was of Central Asian origin. Although another early
missionary named 'A-do' also appears frequently in the records, it appears
that this was not a particular monk and was rather a term meaning
'missionary' in general. Also he became mystified in later ages.

When the Silla people first saw A-do they did not know how to address
him and so they called him 'A-do samma'. 'Samma’ is a Silla term meaning
monk that existed before the introduction of Buddhism and apparently meant
'shaman’.

In the past it was thought that the role of Buddhism in the hereditary
caste-like bone-rank society of Silla was that it justified the interests of the
aristocracy and the ruling family by the doctrine of transmigration and
karma. But the Buddhist teachings place more importance in the present life
than the past life and according to how much good karma is accumulated in
the present life, one is rewarded accordingly. In addition, among Silla monks
there were many of commoner or slave origins, which shows that Buddhism
was not constrained by social classes. Therefore a new theory, whereby
Buddhism was seen acting to ease class tensions was raised recently.

Kaya Buddhism is even more shrouded in mystery. The earliest extant
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text concerning Kaya Buddhism was written only during the later Koryo
period. Therefore it cannot be taken at face value. In particular, the legend
that the first Kaya queen came from Ayodhya in India, considering that no
such toponym existed either past or present, means that the legend is pure
fiction. But it is highly possible that Buddhism entered Korea from the south
seas or by the ocean route from the south.

Key Words : Sun-do, Marananta, Muk-ho-ja, A-do, bone-rank society.
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