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Who Proposed to Build Cheomseongdae? Cheomseongdae(fZ 5.

[ 8%%]

world's oldest star-gazing tower built during the reign(632—647) of Queen Seondeok(ZfE# T), is a stone

structure located in the former Silla(ET#E) Dynasty capital of Gyeongju(BJH). A research suggested that an

Esoteric Buddhist monk called AhnHong(%5.) proposed to build the structure. Another research articulated
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that it was MilBorn(%%4) who proposed to build the stupa. A more recent research revealed that MilBorn,
of which literal meaning is 'the Root of Secret Buddhism', was an alias for AhnHong.

AhnHong, also known as AhnHaam, went to Sue(Fs) in 601 at the age of 23 to study Esoteric
Buddhism and returned to Silla in 605 with various sutras that greatly impacted Buddhism in Silla. In 625,
he returned this time from Tang(#) with three Indian Tripitaka Masters(=j#iJ:fl) who translated an
Esoteric sutra titled "A Mysterious Woman of Sandalwood Incense and Burning Star Lightss(“Hif& %k 2
Fehb 248 5) at HwangYoung Temple((5ESF). This sutra was for deifying Princess DeokMaan(f& 525 F)
who became Queen Seondeok as an incarnated Mahasri(ZE=I=2Fl)). Mahasdri is a Buddhist goddess of
happiness and good fortune adopted from a Hindu goddess, Laksmi(##5>K). AhnHong desired to
construct a Buddha Land in Silla but died in 640. His plan, however, was successfully carried out by Silla
people after his death. His Buddha Land Plan included the nine-story wooden pagoda at HwangYong
Temple(EEEF/UEAREE) built in 645, Queen SeonDeok's funeral at Trayastrim$a(tJF|K) carried out in
647, and the Four Deva Temple(TUKT=F) below Trayastrim$a built in 679, and the seven major
Buddhist temples in Gyeongju constructed during the 6th and 7th centuries.

This paper examined the plausibility of the claim that Cheomseongdae was proposed to be built by
AhnHong, reached at a conclusion that the claim is valid, and came up with additional evidence to support
the claim. It turned out that AhnHong was responsible for many prophecies that Silla people truly believed.
In his prophetic book, of which one name is "Chronicles of Eastern Buddhism's Formation (" Bl EC
1), AhnHaam rewrote the history of Silla from the time before Sakyamuni and foretold, based on the
rewritten history, the events that would be eventually actualized by the Silla people.

FLeft-out Memorabilia of the Three Kingdom, (" =[g:&=5,), a 13th century historical text containing
the oldest record on Cheomseongdae, simply stated that "According to "Supplementary Records,("5II5Cs),
Cheosengdae was built during the reign of Queen Seondeok.” Consequently, many researchers had wondered
what were written in the records. This paper found evidence from the quoting book that fSupplementary
Records; were from the prophetic book, "Chronicles of Eastern Buddhism's Formations, written by
AhnHong.

One known fact in Cheomseongdae research is that the tomb of Queen Seondeok and Cheomseongdae
were aligned with the direction of sunrise at the winter solstice. This research found that the locations were
determined in such a fashion based on an esoteric sutra called "Sutra of Consecration (" TE#%;) imported
very likely by AhnHong. This paper concludes that AhnHong was the esoteric monk who proposed to
build Cheomseongdae.

[FAI] 273 (Laksmi), =214 (Trayastrimga), -l (funeral), £-3](Samsara), B-%(stupa).
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