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<Abstract>

Narrative characteristics of Korean heroine
reflected in classical literature

Kang, Myeong-Hye

From today, a representative hero in Korea is mainly exclusive property
of ‘male’ and true meaning of heroin is absent because ‘female epic tales’
come from classical literature originated from ‘Yeohawuinam’ which means
females were in the guise of male and acted like male. However, iconicity
of ‘hero’ is unchangeable but the meaning of word cannot be said identical
both in the past and now. Hero is not only come from classical novels but
also is not come from stuffed symbolized character. Based on the premise,
it was tried to find aspects of heroine from different viewpoints other than
hegemonic male viewpoints.

As a consequence, a reason why heroin seemed not to exist in the
ancient times is because of latent viewpoint of author or interpreter’s
perspective on hero as maximizing, minimizing or implying the character
which seems mostly similar.

Our mother of ancestor, Woongnyeo, has a mysterious power in nature
and symbolizes mother goddess as bearing the endurance and undergoing
through the regeneration. This mother of ancestor covered with Dangun and
Hwangwoong who are standard for hero in our ancient times is the very
hidden heroine.

Moreover, Yoowha who is a mother of ancestor in Goguryeo times is a
dignified heroine. She is a great heroin as continuously helping her son to
build up his own nation and had undergone and overcome all of ordeal with
her ahility. Once she helped her son, she was able to be a ‘Gokmosin’ which
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means a god of the earth and was held in high esteem and in honor. In the
past, her existence or value was undervalued by prejudice, misinterpretation
and avoidance by on purpose.

Sooro’s wife was a noble and mysterious person who received all the
attention from people as overcoming national crisis. She can stand
comparison with heroin as helping lot of people and overcome hardship by
others’ help. Although, it was not easy to decode her character due to the
implication, symbolization, contraction, and allegory but Sooro’'s wife is a
dignified heroin who was taking in charge of abundance and life as
overcoming hardships.

Including the Honggaewoljeon, a classical Korean novel, and actant in
text of the novels were treated them not to real meaning of heroin as they
dressed up as male. At this point, it is a bit sorry and proposed that those
features in Chosun era are also required to be recognized as a characteristic

of heroin.

Key words : heroin, male viewpoints, originated, iconicity, abundance,
Yeohawuinam
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