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(ABSTRACT)

The Adaptation and Variation of the Motif, Rescue of
the Beauty, Represented in the Korean Films.

Im Jeong-Sik

Rescue of the beauty, a beauty kidnapped by a monster and rescued by a helper, is a
universal motif that influences film making. A Korean epic, “Lady Suro,” can be traced as
the prototype of this motif for the following korean films “Bad Guy,” “The Host,” and “The
Man from Nowhere.” However, there are a few differences in the way the films adopt the
following three elements: the helper, rescue process, and catharsis achieved by reward and
punishment. Following linear and dynamic storyline, the two films “The Host” and “The
Man from Nowhere” represent the three elements faithfully. In addition, they touch upon
the current issues of the American Military based in Korea, environment and child
abduction. “Lady Suro” reflects the political and social situations of that time and is rescued
by the help of all the people. On the other hand, “Bad Guy” adopts the motif of rescue of
the beauty but does not follow other elements. Rather than a typical adaptation, “Bad Guy”
resorts more to the creativity and personal interpretation of the director. The difference in
representation leads to different box office results. While “The Host” and “The Man from
Nowhere” were box office success, “Bad Guy” failed in box office. This dissertation
reflects on the adaptation and variation of the same motif of the folk tale and its influence

on mass appeal.

Key Words : The motif of Rescue of the Beauty, Helper, Rescue, Reward and

Punishment, Catharsis
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