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Abstract

On the Biological Mother of the 34th King
Hyoseong of Shilla

Suh, Chung-mok

This paper tries to prove that the biological mother of King Hyoseong
is not Queen Sodeok but Queen Eomjeong. The record that “Queen Sodeok
is the mother of King Hyoseong” as written in “King Hyoseong, first year”,
Samkuksaki, means that his legal mother is Queen Sodeok.

There are six evidences which support this fact apparently: the period
of Sodeok's Queen consort, the fact that Jungkyeong is not the first legal
son, the names of Princes, the year of birth of King Hyoseong, the relation
of King Hyoseong and the family of Kim Soonwon, and the relation of King
Hyoseong and King Kyeongdeok.

The fact that King Hyoseong's biological mother is not Queen Sodeok
shows the political structure and struggle of that era clearly. King
Kyeongdeok's biological mother is Queen Sodeok. King Hyoseong and
Kyeongdeok are half brothers. Queen Eomjeong is supported by Princess
Yoseok who stands at the opposite side of Kim Soonwon. Queen Sodeok
is a daughter of Kim Soonwon. The power struggle in the court of this era
is performed by Soonwon's grandsons who assassinate King Hyoseong in

order to make their cousin Heonyeong be enthroned as King Kyeongdeok.
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