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<Abstract>

The One Vehicle World[Eka-yana lokadhatu] Theory of
Pyohun and the Founding of Bulguk-sa Temple and
Seokkuram Cave

Choe, Yeon-Shik

In the middle of the eighth century, the Uisang school, which had been based at and
around the remote Buseok-sa temple and concentrated on individual practices, moved to the
capital and became one of the influential streams of Shilla Buddhism. The central figure of
this was Pyohun, who lived at the Hwangbok-sa temple in the capital and tried to preach his
master Uisang Huayan's thought to people other than his original disciples.

Pyohun suggested the one vehicle world theory consisted of the five ocean seal[sigara-
mudrd] Samadbhis, five understandings (of the real world), and five Buddha lands. This was a
systematic expatiation on Uisang's Huayan thought, especially his theory of the practitioner's
realization of ocean seal Samadhi, and it must have helped the monks and common people to
understand Uisang's thought.

Kim Dae-seong, who had learned Huayan thought from Pyohun, built Bulguk-sa temple
and Seokkuram cave in Toham mountain and offered them to Pyohun and other disciples of
Uisang as their bases in the capital. The unprecedented style of these temples reflects
Pyohun's one vehicle world theory. The five Samadhi, understanding, and Buddha lands of
the theory are divided into Buddha's sphere and Puxian[Samantabhadra] Bodhisattva. The
Seokkuram cave and the Bulguk-sa temple are the materialization of the Buddha's and
Puxian Bodhisattva's spheres respectively. The main Buddha of the Seokkuram cave is the
materialization of the three innermost out of the five ocean seal samadhis, and the Bulguk-sa
temple is the realization of the Lotus Treasury world, the outmost of the five Buddha lands.

According to Pyohun's theory, Kim Dae-seong seems to have wanted to realize the one
vehicle world in Toham mountain. The political and social backgrounds of his project will be

investigated in depth.
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