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Abstract

Research on Wonhyo's Views of the Ascension of
Buddhists to Maitreya Bodhisattva’s Pure Land

Park, Seong—chun(Yeo—yeon)
(The Lecturer of Dongguk University)

The Maitreya urdhva-janma sutra is the only sutra about the
ascension of Buddhists to Tusita Heaven of Maitreya Bodhisattva's
Pure Land among six scriptures dealing with Maitreya Bodhisattva.
Ju qt jing sheng(JHZELUAE) translated the sutra into Chinese around
460 CE while Yungang Stone Caves were being constructed.

The scripture describes how Shakyamuni Buddha recognized a
common sentient being as Maitreya Bodhisattva in front of his
disciples and other beings and the bodhisattva ascended to the Tusita
Heaven. It also explains how Maitreya Bodhisattva practiced for
himself and what he taught to heavenly beings while at the heaven
before he descends to this mundane Jambudvipa Continent in the
future. It emphasizes the benefits for practitioners to obtain through
listening to the name of Maitreya Bodhisattva and also the practice
for them to visualize the bodhisattva’'s image.

Wonhyo developed his argument in his The Commentary of the
Maitreya  urdhva-janma  sutra  based on  his  comprehensive
understanding of the three scriptures on Maitreya Bodhisattva. Based
on the The Maitreya urdhva-janma sutra in which practitioners are
able to ascend to the Tusita Heaven of Maitreya Bodhisattva's Pure
Land even if they just listen to the bodhisattva’s name, he expounded
two visualizations, three practices, and four effects as practices that
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the bodhisattva who obtained the highest stage of practice (the
non-backsliding stage of practice) should adopt. He referred to the
second stage of practice obtained by listening to the name of
Maitreya Bodhisattva and emphasized the benefits that Maitreya
Bodhisattva obtains to save sentient beings. Just as the scripture
explains the second stage from a sentence, “Practitioners listen to the
name of Maitreya Bodhisattva and entrust themselves to the virtues
manifested through the practice of listening,” Wonhyo argued that
practitioners are able to ascend to the highest stage of practice
(non-backsliding stage) through three practices and two visualizations
of subject and object.

Wonhyo categorized the practitioners who arrived in the highest
stage into three sub-stages, the higher stage, the intermediate stage,
and the lower stage. While the practitioners of the higher stage of the
highest stage are able to immediately see Maitreya Bodhisattva, those
of the lower two stages of the highest stage are required to practice
confession, ten wholesome actions, and visualization concentration. He
guided Buddhists to remove difficult doctrines and practices in various
scriptures and adopt the easy way of doctrine and practice in the
Scripture on Maitreya Bodhisattva's Ascension to Tusita Heaven.

Keyword

Maitreya, 7The Maitreya urdhva-janma sutra, Wonhyo, The
Commentary of the Maitreya urdhva-janma sutra, Essentials of the
Scripture on Maitreya Bodhisattva’'s Ascension, Tusita Heaven, The
non-backsliding law, Compassion, Listening to name, Cause and effect

of visualization practice.
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